regional coordinated action. Currently, the group is
focusing on initiatives ranging from permitting policies and
regulations to demonstration projects that will achieve
tangible progress over the next two years. In addition, the
CMP and Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS) are partnering
on research and monitoring projects to fill data and
knowledge gaps in sand management. In 2017, CMP and ISGS
began beach topography and shoreline change monitoring as
well as helicopter-based surveys to map sand location and
quantity along the Illinois coastline.

On the Lookout for Terrestrial Invasive Species
Approximately 41% of the land cover in the Lake Michigan
basin is forested, which includes 29% upland forest and 12%
wetland forest. The proliferation of terrestrial invasive species,
particularly forest insect pests, may profoundly impact the lake
ecosystem, as well as tourism and other industries. In 2016,
citizens and tree management professionals reported new
locations of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (an invasive insect) on
private lands in Muskegon and Ottawa counties, Michigan
(both bordering Lake Michigan). Oak wilt, a fungus affecting
both red and
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there in 2008,
have not been detected elsewhere in the Lake Michigan basin.
Agencies and partners are actively conducting surveillance
and emergency response planning to protect maples (its
favorite host) and other tree species if it is discovered. Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB) has been detected in most counties in the
basin. In areas where Emerald Ash Borer has been present for
several years, high ash mortality has affected both forest land
and urban tree cover. The GLRI has supported tree inventories,
management plans, black ash wetland research, and planting
of approximately 50,000 trees to replace affected ash. These
efforts emphasize tree species diversity and enable the basin's
forests to better withstand pests and disease.
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One of many trees along the shoreline uprooted by erosion at lflinois
Beach State Park. Credit: lflinois Department of Natural Resources' CMP.

State of Lake Michigan Conference
The 2017 State of Lake Michigan Conference (SOLM) will be
held November 7-10, 2017, at the Kl Convention Center in
Green Bay, Wisconsin and is hosted by the International
Association for Great Lakes Research with support from state
and local sponsors. The event, aimed at promoting linkages
between the science and policy communities, will also feature
the annual meeting of the Great Lakes Beach Association and
other
associated
workshops
and
field
trips
(http://iaglr.org/sol/solm17).

Shoreline Management
Collaborative Approach to Public Shoreline Management
along Illinois' North Shore
The Illinois Sand Management Working Group formed in 2015
to help coastal communities from Chicago to the Wisconsin
border work together to find sustainable solutions to Lake
Michigan shoreline protection. This group is comprised of
public and non-residential landowners and managers, and is
facilitated by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources'
Coastal Management Program (CMP). The group serves as a
forum for communication, collaboration, and priority-setting. In
the first 18 months of this effort, participants identified the most
significant shoreline management issues and strategies for

-4-

