2012 GREAT LAKES WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT:
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

The Great Lakes are an invaluable resource. In 2012, Canada and the United States
reaffirmed their joint commitment to protect them through a renewed Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement. Here’s what we’ve accomplished, through the efforts

of the federal governments, state and provincial governments, tribal governments,
First Nations, Métis, municipal governments, watershed management agencies,
local public agencies, and the public:
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including significantly reducing the risk of
the introduction of aquatic invasive
species from ballast water

response initiative to prevent
the introduction and spread
of aquatic invasive species. This
initiative will complement Coordinated science to support action
the Governors’ and Premiers’
Mutual Aid Agreement.
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Set new phosphorus
reduction targets to
address harmful and nuisance
algae in Lake Erie, which wiill
complement the Collaborative
Agreement between
Michigan, Ohio
and Ontario.

Evaluated and reported on the state of
the Great Lakes using ecosystem indicators

Enhanced the knowledge of
groundwater and climate change

Implemented Biodiversity
Conservation Strategies

Designhated the first
eight Chemicals of
Mutual Concern

Developed a
Nearshore Framework
to assess and identify

the cumulative impacts
and stressors to

nearshore health

The full Progress Report of the Parties is now available online at binational.net.
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